
 

 

 

 

 
 

PARENT UPDATE 
Term 3  

 

Important Reminders 
 
Sunday 19 July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
Welcome back to Term 3! Hope you and your families are all going well and refreshed 
for the new term.  
 

 
 
I discovered this quote over the holiday break as I tried to find some time to reflect on 
the busyness of the year. I was also lucky enough to head to Nanga Bush Camp for a 
couple of days with mates and stop the world. A few of the blokes have younger kids 
in primary school and it was brilliant to be able to sit around a fire and chat. A lot of 
talking, a lot of food, as there is brilliance in some of their cooking skills. So much so, 
one of the blokes is named ‘The Baker’. The thing I realised from all the stories of life 
over the two days was just how busy life is for you with little kids. Like my life is busy, 
but you guys get very little time for silence. Even chatting to a bloke yesterday who has 
a two-year old and a new little fella, just how sleep deprivation does take a toll. You 
are all superstars. My hope is you get to find some time for silence for yourself. Look 
after yourself and each other as we head into the new term. 
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Please note the following information was placed in the final newsletter of the term on 
Friday 3 July. It will give some updates for the term. I appreciate there is much 
information, but hopefully this will cover off any questions regarding the start of the 
term. We look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday. 
 

Term 3 Start-Up: 
- Day 1 is Monday 20 July. 
- New families attending St Columba’s School will commence this term. We look 

forward to seeing them being a part of our St Col’s family. Just think about how 
good we have it. Just for a moment. We are so very blessed. Two of our new 
students attended Year 1 and Pre Primary at the end of last term. Talk about the 
quality of our staff and kids shining through. That is what we are talking about 
when we talk about who we are and what we stand for. 

- We also have our second cohort of Pre-Kindy students starting this term. We 
are looking forward to welcoming you all after the delayed start due to COVID-
19. We thank our families for their understanding with this delay. 

- Parents in Classrooms – Please see the notice attached regarding parents 
entering classrooms and the social distancing required. This will be restrictive 
in the number of parents being able to enter the classrooms.  

- School Uniform –A couple of reminders about school ties and predominantly 
white sport shoes. Thank you to parents keeping us up to date with any issues 
with uniform items. I look forward to seeing the standards of uniform reach their 
peak in Week 2 this term, especially with school photos being planned. 

- Sacraments – The Sacrament of Penance [Year 3] and Eucharist [Year 4] have 
been set for Term 3. These dates have been sent to our Year 3 and 4 parents. 

- Athletics Carnival – This will be held on the Friday of Week 9, 18 September. 
- School Assemblies will recommence next term. Details on the term planner. We 

will remain flexible about how assemblies will operate with the limit to numbers 
which is in place currently and the social distancing regulations. 

- Year 6s will be engaged in a Social Media platform trial that is focused on 
children and their use of on-line platforms. This is a world first being conducted 
by Claire orange and UWA. We are one of a small number of schools selected 
across the state to be included in this trial.  

- Term Planner – The Term 3 and 4 Planners have been placed on the school 
website These will be dates to assist parents with their schedules, however we 
are always ready to be flexible about what the future may hold with regard to 
COVID-19, and any changes in government directives. Please be aware, dates 
are subject to change. 

- Data Sheets went home to all families late last term. These are a government 
requirement. You would have completed these on enrolment of your children, 
however government requires us to update these forms every year. Please 
return to school by Tuesday 21 July. 

 

Kiss and Drive: 
- We encourage our Kindergarten children with siblings to continue to use the 

Kiss and Drive for drop-off in the morning of they wish. We encourage these 
families to arrive around the 8.30 am-8.40 am time to allow us to provide 



supervision for the children from 8.30 am. These are only Kindergarten children 
with older siblings in the school. 

- Pre-Primary children can continue to use the Kiss and Drive in the morning and 
in the afternoon 

- The way our little guys jump out of their cars, how our staff greet them, is 
something very special. It has been great to get to see so many parents as well. 
Good people, good times I reckon. Love it, even when the traffic is congested. 

- A big thanks to all our parents and grandparents for your patience when traffic 
does build up. We have over 300 cars coming through the area in a very short 
time frame. What I would remind parents of, is that the end of the day is 2.55 
pm, and being here at 2.45 pm does cause traffic congestion initially. May I 
suggest that coming through at between 3.05 pm and 3.20 pm alleviates much 
of the traffic congestion. We remain on duty until 3.20 pm each day. Hopefully 
this takes some pressure off you as parents to not feel you have to be here right 
on 2.55 pm. 

- Again, thank you to parents who have stopped doing U-Turns at the Roberts 
Street K and D. It is extremely dangerous and we have had official warnings 
about this practice in the past. 

 

Uniform Shop Opening On-School Site 
- Thank you to all our families for doing their very best as we transition the 

uniform shop through JFE. They have been outstanding to work with. 
Please note the following: 

- Uniform Shop on-site is open on Wednesday mornings from 8.15 am to 9.15 am. 
- Parents will be able to purchase directly from the shop at this time. 
- ONLY EFTPOS facilities available for payments [no cash] 
- On-line ordering to continue as has been in place this term. 
- If orders are placed by 12 noon on the Tuesday, they will be delivered to school 

on the Wednesday. 
- JFE are now providing a Size 2 winter skirt. Previously the smallest size 

available was Size 4. Thank you for your parent feedback on this item. 
 

Columba Runners 
Columba Runners is up and running again, pardon the pun, at the start of Term 3. 
Columba Runners will be held on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. This is a parent 
organised extra curricula activity that takes is a very special part of what happens here 
at St Col’s. Without the parent support, this would not happen. Thank you to our 
volunteers and to all our parents who will support the team of coordinators. This is 
championship type support. Starts Day 1 of the term 20 July. 
 
Enjoy your Sunday and we look forward to seeing our St Col’s Kids back tomorrow. 
 
Good things your way! 
 
 
Art 


